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v Alfred W. McCoy; a PhD can-

didate in Southeast Asian history
at Yale, spent 18- months inves-
tigating narcotics--operations in

Southest Asia. The resultant book,

commissioned by Harper & Row,
had been thoroughly examined by
attorneys for the- publishing

.~house. But then, the: CIA. asked

Harper & Row for permission (o

/revww McCoy’s book, ‘“The Polz~

tics of Heroin in ./Jut 1c<3t Asm

prior o pubhmtmou D

Despite the lessons o[ the batt!e
to publish the Pentagon Papars,

© despite the continuing travail of.
. Beacon Press (publishers of the
- .Gravel edilion of-the~ Ptntcmon

Papers), despite: __the *First
‘Amendment, Harper-
acccdcd to the CIA’s request!-

(/ | Seymour Herstry the most valu-__

Wnters wox _cmg on prmects tlnt mxght offeud the
_government have been ‘warned to be. wary of having: Harper|
‘& Row as a pubhsher The war mnd has-been.given: bv the
present ranagement of that very publishing house.* A

4‘qﬂ :L);

.America’s Indochinese -allies-acs;

‘dence of such involvement;- and
have Leen actively involved thcm-
'selves in the narcotics trade.”

& ROW'
'acexbated——all - the.s more - so

ablé addition to the Times-Wash-
ington bureau in my memory, dug:
out ‘the story as’ part of a con-
tinuing -investigative -account of
the increas sing quauhty of heroin
coming- into-this-eountry, from
Southeast:Asia. As Hersh points

out (Times, July-22), the CIA’ Z/
interestin Alfred Mc(‘oy s book is
due to McCoy’s allegations, “that
“both CIA and State Dopmtment
officials- have “provided- po!mcal
and:.military-..support .xfor

tively engaged in the drug traffic;’
have conscxou‘;ly covered up evi--

The: CIA; "understandably” é"

because Mi: McCoy Ims bcen tes--

“JJ (/”" T, ]

ﬁfikj'l”)'fl

o o

t)fymg beforc Condress\onal com-
mxtteo,s-put pressure on Harper
& Row: The CIA "did. not- try
seriously-to claim that. natiouul
-security is involved. The agency
impugns the accuracy of the book

‘publication in-ar attempt to per-
‘suade - the s publxsher to ~make
“corrections™ o the CIA” and
other . American agencies won’t
look so had. (The TFirst Amend-
ment stands.even if the CIA had
insisted * that national - security
might- have been. breachqd but
Harper & Row yielded on a much

_and ..wanled " to- seev it before |

~soffer point. That’s what is so ap-'!
. pallingly- surprising -after-all we !
fiaver learned -from: the: Nixoan. ad-
“ministration concer ning its inten-|
‘tions - with- ro”alc‘ to: tho First.
Amendmont ) E,

- Seymourt Horch quote B
Brooks “‘Phomas, - vice-president’
‘and general: counsel of. Harper &
“Row,.as-having no: doubts  about’
_the book: (**We've had it revie: ved
| by others: "and ‘we're persuaded
that.. the iwork: is. amply docu-

“mented and qcho!dﬂy 'y » 7 None-
theless; - Mr": T’rxomas “adds:.
L “We're'? ta}ung -a 'responsible

“middle position. IJust believe that
- the CIA should have the: cncmce to:
revnew it :
S Accmdmg o Herqh, ‘the boo& s:
authm -Alfred McCoy, was given
the chome of “‘agreeing with Mr.
»Thomas’s J‘respomxble -middle
. position’ ornot having, his book
_published by Harper & Row.-" -
. - Brooks:Thomas tells me that's
- not accurate. An either/or. °1Lua-
“tion, he says, did not develop..
¥ «3f McCoy had refused to allow
- the- page proofs o be seen by the
CIA,"” prior.to publication I asked
Thomas Hwould.- your.. have pub~
lished the book?’7 . [-
‘u1"don’t know what we would
have done,”” Thomas™ ‘answered:
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““In any .case, “we- persuaded
“McCoy to let the CIA see it.” (My
-information is that Harper & Row

|- would not have published the book

7 McCoy.~ bad - mblsted prmr
‘viewing by the CIA) * o

LT am: sorry - that' \‘{r McCoy

: allowed himself to be persuaded.
_At.first;.- Hersh -writes, McCoy
srefused to go along, but*‘changed
- his mmd durmcf protracted nego-
~tiations.™-. -~ - oo
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